[image: image1.png]



16 July 2015
To all Delaware Education Leaders,

The Dover AFB School Liaison Officer (SLO) has a duty to educate teachers, counselors and education leaders throughout the state of Delaware about the unique needs of military students, and how their experiences can impact their education. Delaware is home to nearly 6000 military-connected children with parents serving as Active Duty, National Guard, and Reserve members.  Almost two-thirds of these children are school age (5-18) and while it is true that the two schools located on base have a very high concentration of military students, the majority of military-connected students in Delaware are dispersed among many schools throughout the entire state.  Often teachers, counselors and other school personnel may not realize there are military-connected students among their population.  One of my goals as SLO is to encourage all school personnel in every district and school throughout the state to talk with students and parents when able, and ask if they are connected to the military in any way.  When the answer is “yes”, school personnel need to be aware of the resources that are available to those students and families.
In an effort to raise awareness and promote greater understanding of the needs of military students, I would like to cordially invite you to participate in Operation TUDOS (Teachers Understanding Deployment OperationS) 2015.  TUDOS provides a fun and interactive experience for educators to learn about some of the processes and challenges that service members face before, during and after deployment.  The purpose of this event is to facilitate the educator's understanding of how students may be impacted by their parents' military service.  Participants will receive a mission briefing, process through a deployment line where they will be issued mission-essential items, experience interactive demonstrations of military activities, and practice deployment readiness exercises.  Finally, lunch will be provided along with the opportunity to explore static displays and demonstrations including military working dogs, base fire department equipment, and explosive ordinance disposal.  Registration details are included on the flyer and form accompanying this letter.
Administrators, I strongly encourage you to send at least one key member of your staff that can return to the building and share what they learned with their peers.  My personal goal is to have at least one individual from each school in Kent County, and at least one individual from each district in New Castle and Sussex counties.  However, each school/district is welcome to send as many as you are able, although we realize some schools will have already begun.  Perhaps we can have a friendly competition among the schools to see who has the most participation!  

Respectfully,

Sonya R. Dyer, LCSW

School Liaison/EFMP-FS

436 Force Support Squadron, Dover Air Force Base
864 Center Rd.

Dover AFB, DE 19901

Phone:  (302) 677-6383

Email:  sonya.dyer.1@us.af.mil
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Deliver Excellence!

