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Delaware PTA 2015 School Board Candidate Q &A

Please introduce yourself giving a brief background of your qualifications and why you are running for the Cape Henlopen School District Board of Education.
My Name is Jason Bradley. I am the father of 2 school age teeagerss. I have lived in Lewes for the past 14 years with my children and wife, Melanie. I am currently the General Manager of Cracker Barrel Old Country Store in Rehoboth Beach. I have a 30 year history in restaurant management with nationally recognized chains.  I also have a record of service with many local organizations including being the Vice President and President of Rehoboth Co-Operative Preschool, Vice President of the Lewes Little League, and Vice President, President and Secretary for Seaside Jewish Community in Rehoboth. As you may see, my civic duties have been centered around my children and have evolved as they have grown. The School Board is the next step in the evolution. I feel the district needs common sense decision makers who can work collaboratively with their fellow Board members. Decisions must be based on three factors which are; students’ educations, teachers’ (and administrations’) needs and community input.   
2. There continues to be a focus on full inclusion in our schools statewide.  What are your thoughts on inclusion? If elected, how would you ensure our educators receive adequate professional development on inclusion strategies, implementation if IEPs, diversity training for teachers and students and the necessary supports for sustained and successful inclusion? 
Schools are a reflection of their communities and diversity should reflect the demographics of that community. Professional development should be a part of on going training for all teachers. By conducting workshops and increased teacher education (Masters or Doctorate programs) with tuition reimbursement, these skills can be taught. IEP’s are regulated by state standards and have become more involved in recent years. Changes to the structure of IEP’s must come from working with the Department of Education to fine tune the process.
3. The state is facing a very turbulent time with different implementation efforts around recent resolutions and even legislative bills supporting a Parent’s Right to opt out of the state assessments and to potentially move toward less testing and more teaching and learning. What are your views on this issue and why? 
I am not a fan of opting out of anything that is required but I support a parent’s right to make a statement in support of their child. Rather than opting out, I would rather treat the root of the problem by fixing or changing the tests so they measure the learning that occurs in the classroom vs. a particular “standard.” 

4. Do you support teacher accountability based on the results of the statewide student assessment results (SBAC)? What role do you think state assessments should play in student accountability?
Teacher need to be able to teach their students. All students are different and have different challenges in learning. There needs to be a way to measure how well a teacher is able to reach a student by measuring how well that student improves in a aprticular subject. When teachers can instill new concpts or information in their students, it should be recognized by their administration, the state, their peers, and the community.
5. It is said that many of Delaware public high schools are referred to as dropout factories and that our students lack the 21st Century skills necessary to compete globally. What do you see as the state’s role versus the local district’s role in increasing graduation rates?  How would you improve 21st Century Learning in your district?

I feel the state has limited control over drop out rates. The state oversees education in a very general way, similar to viewing the land at 30,000 feet. At that altitude, you can’t make out much detail. The local districts are on the ground, so to speak. They know the individual teachers and students on a first name basis. They are closer to the issue. The problem occurs if they don’t see a problem or decide not to address it. 21rst Century Learning is occurring whether districts address it or not. What districts need to do is get a sense of the emerging issues that face us 10-20 down the road and try to prepare students for those challenges. As the world becomes more interconnected through technology, schools need to evaluate how they incorporate cyber technology into things as basic as history, social studies, art, and other areas that are not math and science related. Keeping kids involved with areas that interest them is key in reducing drop out rates. They need something to build upon regardless if they choose to go on to college.
6. During times of fiscal constraint, what programs would you consider essential to keep in order to maintain the current level of education in your district and why?
I am not in favor of cutting programs to keep the budget fiscally intact. Rather, I feel that directors of finance and school boards need to work diligently to write and run realistic budgets that allow them to have as many options for kids as possible. All things need to be considered from utility consumption, salaries, transportation, and more before a district cuts any program that a child might have an interest in doing. Again, the goal is to keep the students engaged in school.
7. How do you feel about family engagement in areas such as shared decision-making at the building and district level?
Districts need to be mindful of what the community wants. Families need to have access to the Board at meetings, through e mail, or face to face in the community. Boards and districts should not work in a bubble. 
8.  Do you believe extracurricular activities are necessary? 
Yes. There is more to life, even a young life, than work. Extracurricular activities give young people an opportunity to explore and change interests. Through extracurricular activity, students can make new friendships, try out different activities, express their creativity and have some shared learning.
9.  Do you feel that subjects such as music, art, physical, education, technology, and foreign languages play an important part in a child’s education? Explain. 
I feel these are vital to a child’s development. These areas make our children more worldly. They are areas where children can have self expression and personal growth. In some cases they spark an interest in what that child may do as a carreer later in life In many case it teaches them how to work in a group or team environment.
10. If you could change one thing about the district’s proposed school budget, what would it be and why?  
This is a difficult question to answer without having a physical copy of the budget in hand. I feel that the budget is a balance from what the state pays and what is raised through local school taxes. Rather than attempt to change the budget, I would try to get the stateand the Federal government  to pay for more extra curricular programming through grants and funding for impoverished families.
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