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Delaware SB 94 – Military Connected Student Identifier

As advocates for all children, Delaware PTA recognizes the unique social and educational challenges that military families face due to deployment and mobility. These challenges impact the student’s academic success among other things. Our students have parents that are members of the Delaware Air National Guard, and Delaware National Guard in New Castle and Dover Air Force Base in Dover. The majority of military students attend public schools in these two counties.  Our goal is to bring awareness and education to the social and educational challenges of military life and provide our military families with the tools and resources necessary to navigate public education in Delaware. 

Military families face frequent relocations, educational inconsistencies-different school systems, adjusting to new neighbors and communities, leaving friends and making new friends, family separations, grandparents as care givers, disability or loss of family member and many other challenges.

Delaware PTA supports policies, procedures and legislation that promote:

· Communicating with military families, educating the community, advocating for the elimination of nation-wide educational inconsistencies;

· Providing a source of information and support;
· Identifying military connected students to ensure they receive the appropriate supports and resources available to them and their families. 

· Creating an opportunity to educate our civilian counterparts on Military culture and lifestyle to better support student achievement.

Therefore, Delaware PTA supports SB 94: Military Connected Identifier in Delaware Public Schools 

About Military Children and Families

· Approximately 2 million military children have experienced a parental deployment since 2001.

· There are currently 1.2 million military children of active duty members worldwide.

· Nearly 80% of military children attend public schools throughout the United States.

· The average military family moves three times more often than their civilian counterpart.

· The repeated and extended separations and increased hazards of deployment compound stressors in military children's lives.

· One-third of school-age military children show psychosocial behaviors such as being anxious, worrying often, crying more frequently.

· The U.S. military consists of approximately 1.4 million active duty service members and 810,000 National Guard and Selected Reserve. Active duty military families live on or near military installations worldwide. National Guard and Reserve families might never live near a military installation and look within their community for educational services, friendship and support.

· A positive school environment, built upon caring relationships among all participants—students, teachers, staff, administrators, parents and community members—has been shown to impact not only academic performance but also positively influence emotions and behaviors of students.

· Supporting the military child takes a school-wide effort.  School staff should also be educated on the academic and social-emotional challenges military children face.
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