[Sample letter to Senator/Representative : No Budget Cuts to Education]

[Date]

[Senator/Representative & their name],

I understand that the State is in a difficult position this year balancing the budget, but I believe fully funding public education is critical to the success and future of Delaware. If we make cuts to education now, we will create insurmountable economic and social costs that the residents of our state simply cannot afford.

Cuts to education result in damaging consequences for our state:

· Students will not receive adequate resources, after school activities, special programs, arts, and physical education — programs that engage and incentivize students to value their time in school.

· Teachers, support staff, and their families will lose job security. Teachers this year, and for many years past, are spending far too much time fighting for their students’ education and for their own livelihoods.

· Parents and communities will lose confidence in the school system and are expected to fight for their children’s education by competing with each other rather than cooperating for better resources. Some families have already chosen to leave Delaware for surrounding states where schools have more reliable funding.

· Cuts to education disproportionately affect our most vulnerable schools and students. Schools in lower-income areas lack the resources to compensate and are left to continue shouldering an overwhelming share of the ‘sacrifice.’

· Cuts to education affect the general population by lowering property values, growing apathy within our communities, increasing crime, and creating inescapable long-term economic damage.

It is the state’s obligation to protect its citizens from vulnerability and to provide not just an adequate, but an exceptional education to our children. Cutting investments in education will only ensure that we cripple the future of our great state. I do not believe that these are sacrifices we can afford to continue making.

Thank you for taking the time to hear my concerns. As your constituent, I ask for you to please vote against all proposed cuts to Delaware education funding for FY 2018. Furthermore, I ask that you have the courage to propose additional revenue to fully fund our schools.

Sincerely,

[your name]

[your street address]

[your city, state and zip code]

