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As  a former member of the Appoquinimink School Board from 2001-20012, I am running to reassure our district’s presence in fiscal stability, programming excellence, and sustained community trust in the coming years.  Having been through the growth explosion in this district, and helping to construct buildings, while supporting implemention of innovative and successful programs, I have the unique and trialed experience of growing a district with community support.  Circumstances over the last couple of years, have alerted me to the need to step back in and help maintain what took so long to build and convey.  Differing experiences may not have prepared the current sitting board for some of the advocacy and fiscal intuition necessary to keep this district at the level of independence and pro-active management of what is on the horizon for local, state and federal concern.  The elevation of this district has been a passion of mine since moving here in 1998, and the promotion of a quality, solid public education has never abated.  I am ready to go back to the Board and protect what this community invested in, and advocate for what the state and federal governments need to redirect.
2. There continues to be a focus on full inclusion in our schools statewide.  What are your thoughts on inclusion? If elected, how would you ensure our educators receive adequate professional development on inclusion strategies, implementation if IEPs, diversity training for teachers and students and the necessary supports for sustained and successful inclusion?  I can’t help but reflect on a poignant statement made by a Red Clay School District parent, while she addressed their board as action was being considered to close a district setting for intense special needs children—“Being inclusive, doesn’t mean you’re included.” That rings true to me on so many levels.  Having a healthcare background, I would argue if a child needed open-heart surgery wouldn’t you want them in an intensive cardiac surgery unit, until such time they were ready to gradually, or eventually re-integrate?  Would I having a child in a hospital for what may be viewed as a routine tonsillectomy, (of course, nothing is routine), want to feel unworthy for asking a question, or needing some help because the child in the next bed needs and rightly deserves that greater attention? At what point is a child and parent expected to forego their learning needs in deference to another?  How far do we have to stretch educators to meet the needs of the tonsillectomy and the open heart?  If we were honest with our approach to education in serving children in the best environment available, as we are in insisting on transferring children to pediatric and specialty hospitals when indicated, greater strides and outcomes would benefit all.  Funding goes further when there is a critical mass designation. Attitudes are more benevolent when personnel is specifically educated in the nuances and care of a student requiring alternative learning strategies. Acceptance and inclusion does come about when all environments are prepared, tolerant, and understanding of a graduated process in learning, instead of a business model of packaging and distribution. I would never deny a child the right to mainstream, in any difficulty….but care needs to promote best practice for the mainstreamed child without dereliction of time and efforts in the progression of the on-target or accelerated learner.  In-service, and continuing ed for the educator should be provided at the state level and offered frequently enough to meet the ever changing demographics of an educator’s charge.  Important to include are any specific agencies, or support groups in areas of expertise to also enlighten and instruct management, tips, and understanding in navigating certain needs. 
3. The state is facing a very turbulent time with different implementation efforts around recent resolutions and even legislative bills supporting a Parent’s Right to opt out of the state assessments and to potentially move toward less testing and more teaching and learning. What are your views on this issue and why?  Only under the federal intrusion of data collection am I opposed to this new brand of testing.
Testing has been around for years, but the rising industry of data mining being extended by the relaxed FERPA rights of school children has NO ethical right in acquisition by any industry.  If ever there was a time to scrutinize our trending practices in testing, this is a DOUBLE-CALL to action in the disregard of student time and energies, and privacy issues.  Parallel runs the educator proxy, caught between teacher and tester.  Hopefully, the issue of SBA as now presented, will further expose the long festering testing rhetoric, preparation, and energy expended to a more reasonable assessment of a child’s progress.  Lost days in practice, dry runs, weather, tech failures etc. should be restored to increasing time on task in gaining knowledge, not gaining information for unrelated government and corporate benefit.  Proven testing methods have successfully reported in various formats, maintaining an “arm’s length distance” with reporting being owned by the contracting district etc.  Should the State wish to contract on behalf of the district, it needs to remain an anonymous arrangement of results.  Drill down data should remain as confidential as possible, to assist a student—not report an emerging market trend!

4. Do you support teacher accountability based on the results of the statewide student assessment results (SBAC)? What role do you think state assessments should play in student accountability? I do not support ANY state test being tied to student accountability. It would be a separate handicap number. The art of teaching cannot be quantified to a finite rubric, using a test score as the bell ringer.  How many students were far more reached by a teacher in confidence building, acceptance, patience, humor, correction, life stories, example, that will never be captured in a test result, yet no indices can capture that contribution.  A poor educator, will soon enough be revealed by a test and the other test……her students, families, and colleagues lack of endorsement in their skills and capabilities.  The educators and administrators are capable of finding a path forward in deciding accountability.

 “Drop Out Factories” seriously?  In Appoquinimink, I see too much hard work going into retaining students for graduation via our social workers, counselors, principals, and individual teachers and coaches.  It is critically important and valued when that student has made it “all the way”, and no doubt a great victory and vindication to the MANY who helped in getting that student  the realized goal and achievement.  I would be remiss not to mention the very ardent and strong support of Adult Education thru the James H. Groves program, twilight, and credit recovery sources the Appoquinimink School District partners, accesses, provides, and dialogues with to encourage and fulfill the very basic necessity a student must have today—a high school diploma.  The State could certainly enhance their contribution towards Adult Ed, and these alternative programs by continuing funding their support.  Reduced access to Groves sites troubles me, when distance could possibly impede a student from access to their diploma.  Closing and moving local sites for a younger student (and older), is one more hurdle with reliable or any transportation widening that distance also for a high school diploma.
How would you improve 21st Century Learning in your district? It’s an ever changing skill set. Continual audit of industry and government needs, forecasts, and projections.  Timely introduction of programming to anticipate the curve, with enthusiastic hiring of those ready to embrace the future.  Not all programming needs to be tech based.  Alone, that thinking can discourage any budget or decision making.  Part of the decision has to be in areas of soft content, whether languages, cultural studies, interpersonal skills, global awareness and sensitivities.  Work with what can be improved now.
6. During times of fiscal constraint, what programs would you consider essential to keep in order to maintain the current level of education in your district and why?  Appoquinimink has a noted history of being financially prudent in programming.  Only an unforeseen state cut would preclude any interruption in programming.  So much of our enhanced programming has been locally funded, because this district takes a very broad view of essential programming for the students.  Knowing this would weigh heavily on decision-making.  Certainly, courses necessary to completion of a high-school diploma would take priority in maintaining. I don’t feel it prudent to espouse at this time what is considered essential.  The situation, if presented will often dictate the choices, so it would be wrong to victimize or defend any program in supposition.  If the Appoquinimink School District currently funds and programs an operation, it is the consensus it is already considered essential by our community who has had to support such.
7. How do you feel about family engagement in areas such as shared decision-making at the building and district level?  It is necessary to maintain the pulse of the community in all aspects of vision, goals,tolerances, disappointments.  The district needs to revisit the use of focus groups, and out of school meetings, that once were commonplace.  I am pleased to see SurveyMonkey being used recently in a district area of focus towards the future.
8.  Do you believe extracurricular activities are necessary?  Beyond necessary.  Absolutely critical to the full integration of a child in a removed closed, academic environment.  For some children, it is their lifeline to get them thru school, meet a talent not captured in a normal schoolday, or a “hook” to keep a child engaged at school to be eligible in participation.  It is self-selection of an interest or skill a child may have no other avenue to explore or develop.
9.  Do you feel that subjects such as music, art, physical, education, technology, and foreign languages play an important part in a child’s education? Every category listed either supports a child’s greater learning in understanding and relating to the cross purposes of being an aware, engaged, high functioning citizen of their world—whether it’s a community hamlet, or a continent away.  While physical education contributes to their initiatory knowledge of health, well-being, and safety, the remaining listed subjects offers the difference between a job and a journey, or a man and his humanity.  
10. If you could change one thing about the district’s proposed school budget, what would it be and why?  The capability to more readily offer summer school programming that would offer accelerated credit options for high schoolers, and broader  targeting of support programs for children who just need that extra boost, yet may not quite qualify for a funded summer school seat.  I truly think it would be recaptured in the budget in other ways.
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