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Delaware PTA 2015 School Board Candidate Q &A

Please introduce yourself giving a brief background of your qualifications and why you are running for the Indian River Board of Education.
I am a real estate agent with Long and Foster in Bethany Beach.  My wife Jennifer and I live in Ocean View with our 3 children.  My twin 4 year old daughters will be enrolling in the IR schools in the fall of 2016 and my son will be enrolling in the fall of 2018. I graduated from Rollins College in Winter Park, Florida.  After I graduated from Rollins, I moved to Washington, D.C. and started working for the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation.  While working there, I assisted in the crafting of the Aviation and Surface Transportation legislation which was in response to the September 11th attacks.  In my spare time, I volunteer with youth sports teams.
2. There continues to be a focus on full inclusion in our schools statewide.  What are your thoughts on inclusion? If elected, how would you ensure our educators receive adequate professional development on inclusion strategies, implementation if IEPs, diversity training for teachers and students and the necessary supports for sustained and successful inclusion? 
I believe that until we get a handle on growth and the class sizes in our district, any attempt at inclusion will most likely fail.  I believe that the only way that any type of inclusion program can work is by having small classes so that teachers can give the attention needed to students of all levels.
3. The state is facing a very turbulent time with different implementation efforts around recent resolutions and even legislative bills supporting a Parent’s Right to opt out of the state assessments and to potentially move toward less testing and more teaching and learning. What are your views on this issue and why? 
I believe that there should be less focus on testing and teaching to a test.  If we reduce our classroom sizes, our teachers will be able to provide the individual attention needed to successfully teach.

4. Do you support teacher accountability based on the results of the statewide student assessment results (SBAC)? What role do you think state assessments should play in student accountability?
While I believe there needs to be some level of testing and accountability in the schools to make sure our children are learning what they need to be successful and performing at appropriate grade level, I also believe there can be too much testing.  The curriculum should be focused more on what will best prepare our children for whatever path they decide versus teaching to a test.

Additionally, teachers should be rewarded for class improvement regardless of the level the class started.
5. It is said that many of Delaware public high schools are referred to as dropout factories and that our students lack the 21st Century skills necessary to compete globally. What do you see as the state’s role versus the local district’s role in increasing graduation rates?  How would you improve 21st Century Learning in your district?

Each school district has its own variables for student success.  While guidance from the state level can be helpful, the decisions should be made locally.
6. During times of fiscal constraint, what programs would you consider essential to keep in order to maintain the current level of education in your district and why?
Our school district is failing in the sciences as over 50% of our 10th graders are not at state standard levels.    I believe we need to focus more attention on the sciences.
7. How do you feel about family engagement in areas such as shared decision-making at the building and district level?
This is why I am running.  A very small portion of our current school board have children in the schools.  I want to be a leader to bring more family and parental involvement back to the schools on a policy level.  I feel it is important that our school board be comprised of some members with children that will be facing new issues that did not exist 5 or even 2 years ago. Currently, neither member representing the 4th district has elementary school aged children. I have a vested interest in serving our school community and our children, as I have children starting in kindergarten in 2016. Staying current and in touch with the social and academic issues of today is the best way to prepare them for a successful future in the ever changing and evolving world.
8.  Do you believe extracurricular activities are necessary? 
Yes.
9.  Do you feel that subjects such as music, art, physical, education, technology, and foreign languages play an important part in a child’s education? Explain. 
Yes.  I believe our children need a broad education that will prepare them for whatever path they choose.
10. If you could change one thing about the district’s proposed school budget, what would it be and why?  

With over 50% of our 10th graders not performing at state standard levels in science, we need to focus more on this area and allocate the appropriate funding to make sure we can improve.  I also believe that we need more forsight with our growth and focus on what we need 5 and 10 years from now, versus plugging holes.
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