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Delaware PTA 2015 School Board Candidate Q &A

Please introduce yourself giving a brief background of your qualifications and why you are running for the Lake Forest Board of Education.
My name is Elizabeth Brode and I am running for Lake Forest School Board of Education. In my professional career, I am a Project Manager and Practice Manager in the Healthcare Industry. I can quote a long list of qualification I have that make me professionally qualified, but the truth is, I am just a mother who wants what is best for her children. I believe that I can make a better impact on my voice being heard and listening to other mothers and fathers like me that want the best for their children also. 

2. There continues to be a focus on full inclusion in our schools statewide.  What are your thoughts on inclusion? If elected, how would you ensure our educators receive adequate professional development on inclusion strategies, implementation if IEPs, diversity training for teachers and students and the necessary supports for sustained and successful inclusion? 
It starts from the top. Each school needs a principal who believes in it or it will never work no matter how much training you give the staff. I believe EACH of our children deserve the best education we can give them. The only thing I can promise is, to be involved with parents and teachers and listen to how we as a district can support them. They are the ones dealing with it day in and day out. The best thing any of us can do is listen and support them in any way that we can. If teachers need more training, then we need to do all we can to get that for them. If parents need helpin how to help their child at home, we need to do all we can to support that as well. It all starts with communication. 
3. The state is facing a very turbulent time with different implementation efforts around recent resolutions and even legislative bills supporting a Parent’s Right to opt out of the state assessments and to potentially move toward less testing and more teaching and learning. What are your views on this issue and why? 

I believe that testing is not necessary. If testing were the answers, we would not have grades. Testing does not tell me how well my child reacts to their teachers, it does not tell me about the compassion my teacher show towards my child. It is a test that does not allow my teachers to teach freely, but rather to a test. We are taking away critical thinking skills from our children and creativity away fro mour teachers. 

4. Do you support teacher accountability based on the results of the statewide student assessment results (SBAC)? What role do you think state assessments should play in student accountability?  

No, I do not. Overall, we have an amazing group of teachers in our district that truly care, encourage and inspire our kids. But, no I do not believe that one “assessment” should play into their accountability. Make it noted and move on. Maybe the kids all had a bad day? Maybe there are other factors that also play into it.  

5. It is said that many of Delaware public high schools are referred to as dropout factories and that our students lack the 21st Century skills necessary to compete globally. What do you see as the state’s role versus the local district’s role in increasing graduation rates?  How would you improve 21st Century Learning in your district?

21st century learning is quite great in our district and I cannot say that it would be a reason our graduation level is low.  This is the reason that elementary school is so important. Engage our kids early, encourage and inspire them. This is where extra-cirricular activities and clubs also come into play.  We often think its just sports or band, it could be reading, writing anything that engages our children and keeps them interested. 

6. During times of fiscal constraint, what programs would you consider essential to keep in order to maintain the current level of education in your district and why?
I consider them all essential. Why learn to read or write if there is nothing to read or write about?  Math, science, social studies, reading, these are all the very basics but art, music, sports, this is where they begin to put those tools into use. 

7. How do you feel about family engagement in areas such as shared decision-making at the building and district level? 

I believe it is vital. Parents should have an active say in how their children are educated. They should be encouraged to be involved in every level of their education. A Board of Education cannot lead  if parents are not actively engaged and voicing their suggestions, concerns and complaints. 
8.  Do you believe extracurricular activities are necessary? 
Absolutely. My oldest daughter is in band, art and other clubs. This is where she excels. It is an outlet for many students. This is where they learn how to be a part of a team, work for common goals, take pride in their activity and their school. Theses are lessons that as a parent, I can guide but cannot always teach. Learning on her own at this age and working with others will only help her success in the future. Thus far, I have taught her the tools she needs, in extra-cirricular activites is where her “test” is. This is where she learns how to put it together and work. It is also incentive for student to work harder in school in order to participate. 
9.  Do you feel that subjects such as music, art, physical, education, technology, and foreign languages play an important part in a child’s education? Explain. 
Yes. I am very much a supporter.  We live in a three dimentional world and our kids deserve a three dimentional educations. These classes help make children to connect in areas that they may not be exposed to and also help them be well rounded and make decisions on areas they may or may not like to focus on later in life. 

10. If you could change one thing about the district’s proposed school budget, what would it be and why?  
I do not know that I would change anything. We currently have a Board of Education that has used good common sense and responsibility with the taxpayers money. There are always room for improvement, but there is not one particular thing that sticks out to me. 
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