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March 22, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

Delaware PTA respectfully requests that the attached documents be considered for inclusion in the Delaware ESEA waiver process and in the authorization of NCLB.

We are keenly aware of the importance the role of a family plays in a child’s educational experience. As ESEA waivers are reviewed we ask that priority be given to meaningful and measurable family engagement.

Attached are two documents:

· Delaware PTA’s position statement on the importance the role of family engagement in education serves.

· Delaware PTA’s broad outline of suggestions and proposals in order to obtain meaningful and measurable family engagement.

As you may know family engagement is the cornerstone of what PTA stands for. Our parent organization, National PTA, as well as Delaware PTA drive most decisions and supports on increasing a family’s involvement in their child’s education. Recognizing the importance of parent engagement, PTA worked to ensure that provisions encouraging parental involvement were included in the 2001 reauthorization of ESEA/NCLB. In 2015, PTA looks forward to not just encouraging family engagement but to have meaningful, proven, and measurable outcomes in this area and as a part of the reauthorization.

We look forward to working with you and the many stakeholders collaboratively to ensure that this becomes a reality.

Respectively,

Yvonne Johnson, Delaware PTA VP for Advocacy
Terri Hodges Ed.D, Delaware PTA President

Delaware PTA Position Statement on Family Engagement

Delaware PTA continues to advocate for quality education and an opportunity for every child to be successful. Delaware PTA supports policies that reauthorize and make improvements to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)/No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  

Delaware PTA firmly believes that family engagement in education is a shared responsibility between the families and schools to ensure student success. When schools are committed to reaching out to engage families in meaningful ways, and families are committed to actively supporting their children’s learning and development, the results are boundless for our students. Delaware PTA supports that family engagement is a shared responsibility and reinforces learning that takes place in the home, school and community.

National PTA recognizes the importance of family engagement in education. PTA worked to ensure that provisions encouraging parental involvement were included in the 2001 reauthorization of ESEA. PTA has developed the National Standards for Family and School Partnerships as well as assessment tools to measure the success of these standards in schools.

Delaware PTA respectively requests and supports that a provision for meaningful and measureable family engagement is included in the Delaware ESEA waiver process and in the comprehensive reauthorization of the ESEA. This will continue to be PTA’s priority.

Delaware PTA offers the following suggestions for implementing and measuring successful family engagement:
· A possible statewide family engagement committee to be guided by an advisory board that includes but not limited to, parents from each of the three counties that have school aged children that attend a public/charter schools; 2 representatives of the Delaware PTA; a representative from PIC;  a representative from DSEA;  a representative from a local education agency;  a representative from the Delaware Department of Education; a representative from the State Board of Education; 3  local school board representatives -one from each county; a representative from the Governor’s Office; a representative from GACEC;  a representative from the State Senate and State House of Representatives; and 3 community members.
· This committee will guide the practices, mission, and vision of the a statewide family engagement initiative that will establish best practices and offer training to parents/guardians all over the state to assist families in promoting and participating in meaningful engagement in their schools.

· Fiscal note would be for training materials, training locations, town halls, seminars, food and travel and school visits.

· A measurement of student outcomes after 6 months, one year, three year, and sustain that momentum after full implementation of a meaningful family engagement system

Delaware PTA encourages the Delaware Department of Education to ensure the following:

· To engage families in activities that will improve student outcomes academically, socially, and emotionally.

· To ensure that supports are put in place to offer a full array of educational extra-curricular components including but not limited to families support of learning in the classroom with activities at home and at school.

· To develop effective communication between home and school.

· To train parents on how to navigate the state and local decision making process i.e.: attending school board meetings, PTA meetings, community involvement.

· To assist in the implementation of a continuum of services to remove barriers for family engagement in education and support school reform efforts.

Delaware PTA Proposal for Family Engagement Support Enhancement

Delaware shall reserve not less than 0.3 percent and not more than

1 percent of Title 1 funds from the Delaware Department of Education's portion of allocated funds for each fiscal year of this waiver for use as provided below.

Delaware shall establish a Statewide Family Engagement Center using the fund allocation mentioned above. The funds shall be awarded in the form of a grant to any Delaware nonprofit organization(s) for the sole purpose of establishing a Statewide Family Engagement Center. The purpose of the Statewide Family Engagement center shall be to provide comprehensive training, technical assistance, and capacity building to local educational agencies, organizations that support family-school partnerships, and other organizations that offer parent education and family engagement in education programs.

APPLICATIONS

(1) IN GENERAL—Any Delaware nonprofit organization that desires a grant under this section shall submit an application to the Delaware Department of Education at within the time frame and in a manner as determined by the Delaware Department of Education.

(2) CONTENTS.—Each application submitted in accordance with paragraph (1) shall include, at a minimum, the following items:


(A) A description of the applicant’s approach to family engagement in education, including the use of research based strategies.


(B) A description of the applicant’s plan for improving statewide capacity for family engagement in education that includes;



(i) Management capacity and governance;



(ii) Statewide leadership;



(iii) Systemic services for family engagement in education;



(iv) Capacity building for local educational agencies, and schools served under this title;   and



(v)  Student learning and school improvement.


(C) A description of the applicant’s experience in providing the following:



(i) Training, information, and support to local educational agencies, schools, and nonprofit organizations on family engagement in education policies and practices;



(ii) Demonstrated experience working with diverse populations in education including, but not limited to low-income, English language learners, minorities, parents of students with disabilities, parents of homeless students, foster parents and students, parents of migrant students, and parents of native American students, where applicable.


(D) An assurance that the Statewide Family Engagement Center will:



(i) Be guided by an advisory board, the membership of which shall include

Parents/guardians of school-aged children attending Delaware public schools;



(ii) Have a process for outreach and consultation with:




(I)  Parents 




(II)  Parents of children from birth through young adulthood;




(III)  Representatives of the State Parent Teacher Association;




(IV) Representatives of education professionals with expertise in improving services for disadvantaged children;




(V) Representatives of local elementary schools and secondary schools, including students, disadvantaged youth, and representatives from local youth organizations; and




(VI) Representatives of a state educational agency, a local educational agency, and an Indian tribe or organization;



(iii) Support and serve families across Delaware



(iv) Meet the requirements for matching funds


(E) Substantial preference will be given to applications which demonstrate collaborative efforts between multiple non-profit organizations with experience in providing family engagement and support

(3) USE OF FUNDS.—A statewide nonprofit organization that receives a grant shall use the grant funds to provide training, technical assistance, and capacity-building in coordination with the state educational agency, local educational agencies and organizations that support family school partnerships to:


(A) Assist parents/guardians with effective participation in their children’s education and to help their children meet state and local standards by:



(i) Engaging in activities that will improve student academic achievement, social emotional, executive function and other components of the full array of educational curricular components. This includes understanding how they can support learning in the classroom with activities at home and in afterschool and extracurricular programs;



(ii) Communicating effectively with their children, teachers, principals, counselors, administrators, and other school personnel;



(iii) Becoming active participants in the development, implementation, and review of school-parent compacts, family engagement in education policies, and school planning and improvement;


(iv) Participating in the design and provision of assistance to students who are not making adequate educational progress;



(v) Participating in state and local education policy decision making;



(vi) Training other parent/guardians; and



(vii) Helping parents/guardians learn and understand the use of applied technology applied their children’s education;

(B) Assisting the state educational agency in developing and implementing a statewide family engagement in education policy and systemic initiative that will provide for a continuum of services designed to remove barriers to family engagement in education and support school reform efforts;

(C) Assisting in the development, implementation, and assessment of family engagement in education policies and plans under Title 1 sections 1112 and 1118; 

(D) Developing recommended metrics on family engagement in education to the State Board of Education for integration of these metrics into the state accountability and longitudinal data systems.

(4) MATCHING FUNDS FOR GRANT

Any organization(s) receiving grant funding under the provisions of this document shall be required to demonstrate in their application that a portion of the services provided is supported through non-federal contributions and/or in-kind or cash donations.  
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